PRESS KIT

A Giant Teddy appears in the Valletta Harbour.
Media goes into a frenzy. Soon havoc follows.

Mr. Teddy is Angry is a short animation (4 mins) by
Fabrizio Ellul done in a 2D frame-by-frame technique
where every frame is digitally hand drawn.
It follows the story of a Giant Teddy that makes an
appearance in the Valletta Grand Harbour and soon
wreaks havoc.
The short animation is produced by Filfla Studio. It has
received a ‘New Talent’ grant by Screen Malta.
Mr. Teddy is Angry was finalized in March 2021 and is
currently being submitted to Film Festivals.

Credits:
Production: Filfla Studio
Story, art and animation: Fabrizio Ellul
Assistant Production: Feliciann Aquilina
Music: Owen Jay, Batti Batti Records
Funding: ‘New Talent’ – Screen Malta
Runtime: 4.03 (incl credits)

DIRECTOR’S BIO

fabrizio@filfla.studio / info@filfla.studio
www.filfla.studio

Brief description
After 10 years working in communication covering different roles, I set up
Filfla Studio in 2019 as a vehicle for storytelling through the medium of 2D
frame-by-frame animation and graphic art. Filfla Studio won an audience
award with ‘Filfla’ - a short animation and has received grants to develop Mr.
Teddy is Angry (short animation, 2021) and ‘Sarangu - a Maltese folktale’
(Graphic novel, 2022).
2019-2021: Founder and Creative director of Filfla Studio - www.filfla.studio
Projects in development/ production:
•

2022: Sarangu - a Maltese folktale

The graphic novel set in 1813 Malta during an outbreak of the Bubonic
plague – which left a death toll of around 4,500 people – take inspiration from
Maltese folk, landscape and historical environment. The project aims to
adapt Maltese folk to popular culture. The content will then be adapted into a
virtual workshop on the development of world building and visual narratives.
Publication set for 2022
•
2021: Mr Teddy is Angry
Mr. Teddy is Angry is a short animation (4 mins) by Fabrizio Ellul done in a
2D frame-by-frame technique where every frame is digitally hand drawn. It
follows the story of a Giant Teddy that makes an appearance in the Valletta
Grand Harbour and soon wreaks havoc.
The short animation is being produced by Filfla Studio and has received a
‘New Talent’ grant by Screen Malta. Mr. Teddy is Angry was finalized in
March 2021 and is currently being submitted to Film Festivals before being
made available publicly.

•

2019: Filfla

‘Filfla’ follows the story of a woman who goes to look for a boy on the mystical
island of Filfla, where a terrifying creature is lurking in its midst. The short
animation explores Maltese myth and folk in a story of love, grief,
perseverance and hope.
Filfla is an award winning short animation by Fabrizio Ellul released in 2019.
Done in an illustration/comic style inspired from the cell animation tradition,
Filfla is a self-funded project. It is not funded by government funds, grants or
private sponsorship.
Official Film Festival selections:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kinemastik International Short Film Festival – Audience Award
(2019, Valletta)
French Riviera Film Festival – Finalist (2019, Cannes, France)
Valletta Film Festival – Official Selection (2019, Valletta, Malta)
JellyFEST Film Festival – Semi – Finalist (2019, LA, California)
Encounters Film Festival – Out of Competition (2019, Bristol, UK)
CineXjenza (part of the Science in the City festival) – screening
(2019, Valletta, Malta)
End of Summer special screening (VFF and the Malta Airport
Foundation) – screening (2019, Zurrieq, Malta)
European ArtHouse Cinema Day – screening (2019, Valletta)
Asia South East Short Film Festival – Special Mention (2019,
Cambodia)
ICONA 19 – Animation Film Festival – Official Selection (Corfu,
Greece)
Retrospective of Jupiter – Official Selection (online platform)
EU Film Festival – Out of Competition (Accra and Kumasi, Ghana)

